Competency Based
Learning Pilot

What does a grade mean?

Alan W. Mather, Chief Officer
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Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness Act

In 2016, the state passed Public Act 99-0674 (HB 5729) with four main
components:

Postsecondary and Career Expectations (PaCE)

Pilot of Competency-based High School Graduation Requirements
Scaling of 12th Grade Transitional Courses

College & Career Pathway Endorsements on High School Diplomas
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The Competency-based High School Graduation Requirements component
allowed for up to 12 lllinois districts to pilot competency-based education
programs and CPS was selected to participate in the five-year pilot.
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3 Required Elements of State Pilot
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CPS High Schools Participating in Pilot
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Proficiency-based Diplomas will transfer to
Postsecondary
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COLLEGIATE STATEMENT REGARDING
PROFICIENCY-BASED
EDUCATION & GRADUATION
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Competency-based Learning Pilot for SY19

Age is not a proxy for stage;
time is not a proxy for progress;

completion is not a proxy for competence;

and access is not a proxy for equity.
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Amend the CPS High School
Promotion Policy (605.1)

Anna M. Alvarado, Chief Officer
Teaching and Learning
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Proposed Amendments

Amendment: Remove the language that requires students fo fail courses
in which they have 20% or more unexcused absences

Rationale: The current requirement is inconsistent with the core
principles of Performance Based Learning.

Grades received and credits earned must be based on students’
demonstrated understanding of and competency in course subject
matter.

Unexcused absences are indicative of a truancy issue.
Retention/failure is not an effective truancy intervention strategy.
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Proposed Amendments

Amendment: Added language that allows students fo receive World
Language credit for classes taken in a language other than English
outside of the United States, prior to fransferring into CPS

Rationale: Allows students to explore other academic subjects and
not have to repeat courses that they have already taken and
passed.

It also allows students to pursue advanced language courses while
enrolled in CPS schools, such as AP and IB. This successful
completion of AP and IB can earn students college credit and
potentially the State Seal of Biliteracy.
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Proposed Amendments

Other minor amendments were made to reflect current State Law, CPS
policy and current organization structure.

e Added language to reflect the current CPS Service Learning
requirements

e Added language that requires students to take the State-mandated
College Ready Determination Exam before being promoted to 12th
grade.
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