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September 23, 2020 Board Meeting 
Written Comments Received between Monday, September 21st and Thursday, September 24th 

Submitted via Written Comments Form 
 

1 I think we should evaluate how private school children are faring having returned to in-person 
learning.  If they have generally remained healthy, CPS might consider following suit.  Also, if 
CPS students return to school, please consider full days of learning. It would be difficult for 
parents who work full time to pick up their children from school midday. 

2 6 plus hours of screen time is unrealistic and inhuman for children. Especially children with 
IEP’s. What’s your plan for the upcoming year if we stay remote? Children’s mental health is 
now being jeopardized due CPS remote learning plan. You all need to review the existing 
schedule/demand we are putting on students, parents and teachers!  

3 The Following is a Petition I started on Change.org: 
 
One week into E-learning and it is a disaster. The expectations from the district put upon 
students and the working parents of this city are unrealistic. 
As working parents, We can not forgo our sources of income to be tethered to our young and 
diverse learner’s chrome-books by CPS mandating everyone be present and accounted for 
for 6 hours a day. 
 
We need the flexibility to do the work on our own schedule. The youngest children whose 
learning you are responsible for are developmentally unable to hold their attention span on a 
screen for such a long period of time. In addition, the American Academy of Pediatrics only 
recommends up to only 1 hour per day for 2-5 year olds, and 1-1.5 hours for 6-10 year olds. 
Teachers know that the average length of a lesson should be 20 minutes because that is the 
attention span of a young child. Why did the district not consider this when they came out with 
their plan? 
 
I know that you cannot possibly cover everything you must cover in only an hour so I propose 
that all e-learning be for up to three hours in the morning, with the rest of the homework done 
in an asynchronous fashion with the teachers setting the guidelines and the parents teaching 
them when they can, according to what works best for their families’ schedule. 
 
All lunch breaks should be at the same time for the ease of working parents with multiple 
children. 
 
The teachers can also make videos of the lessons to be done so again, the families can learn 
on their own schedule. 
 
If the district does not change their current model, all parents should unenroll their students 
and do what works best for their families. I wonder if we had our elected school board 
promised by Mayor Lightfoot, would the considerations of the working parents and our most 
precious resource- our children- Have been ignored? 
 
Change must happen as soon as possible if Chicago Public Schools expects to have any 
students or tax base left.  

4 Good morning, I am deeply concerned about CPS remote learning. Students as young as 5 
years old are being required to spend up to 6 hours on the computer and are exhausted and 
overwhelmed. The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends a MAXIMUM of 2 hours of 
daily screen time for children. My child is a first grader who is required by CPS to log on for 3 
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hours of live online instruction and 3 hours of independent work. This is FAR TOO MUCH. My 
child is a diverse learner and extended screen time is incredibly difficult for him and comes at 
a very high cost. The CPS remote learning plan is neither developmentally appropriate or 
conducive to learning for students, especially students with disabilities. I URGE the Board to 
force the district to change their guidelines to make them respectful of students, families, and 
educators. Thank you. 

5 Please see attachment. 

6 6 plus hours of screen time is unrealistic and inhuman for children. Especially children with 
IEP’s. What’s your plan for the upcoming year if we stay remote? Children’s mental health is 
now being jeopardized due CPS remote learning plan. You all need to review the existing 
schedule/demand we are putting on students, parents and teachers!  

7 As a CPS parent, I feel the way the education process is being ran is unacceptable. Who in 
their right mind would think it is ok for children to stare at a screen for 6-7 hours a day/ 5 days 
a week? I do understand that they do get breaks and a lunch, but I believe a 5 day school 
week is a little to much. My advice is at most, a 4 day week with one day in between off. This 
long of a week is to much for our children. In my opinion, a perfect school week would either 
be a 3 day week, or if they must go all 5 days, cut it off at 3 hours. This is the main reason 
kids are unable to sit still and end up disrupting the class.  If I had a choice, I would only send 
them 3 days or have a half day school schedule. Parents and teachers should be the ones 
voting, not city officials that have no kids or have kids in suburb/private schools.  

8 Remote learning has been a challenge for my family.I Have 5 kids between 3-9 years old,I am 
an essential worker my mother  takes care of my kids while i work shes an 75 year old lady 
and has no knowledge of technology. My 9 year guides her younger siblings during remote 
learning.My twin girls first graders during remote learning to nothing but google slides!!This is 
not age appropriate for a fist grader she does not know how to navigate google slides. The 
teacher solution to this is to tell the students who do not having an adult next to them during 
remote leaning to just do IXL or Raz kids and do the work later on with the parent discoursing 
a 6 years old to stay focus,why is my daughter even logging in. As opposed to my other twin 
teacher she teaches the student from the book guides them through the lesson using the 
book.Why are we using google slides with 6 years old specially when not everyone has an 
adult with .They should be teaching out the book. This has created anxiety for my daughter 
and myself  for the teacher to expect my 6 year old to navigate between classwork,class meet 
and google slides. My daughter cries everyday to login in because shes not engaged in the 
lesson and gets frustrated not being able to navigate google slides.Please do not allowed 
teachers to use google slides as part of the lesson to complete task during the day 
discriminating the students who have essentials parents working. No child should feel 
emotionally incapable of completing the desk when the teacher is not using age appropriate 
material.My daughter would no longer login as the teacher stated to complete the work with 
parents later on and dismissing my daughter needs. 

9 My name is AJ Albinak and I am a Director and volunteer Child Advocate at the Young Center 
for Immigrant Children’s Rights. We work with undocumented children, LGBTQ kids, and 
trauma survivors, and I am a parent of a Lane Tech junior submitting comments on the harms 
of CPS’s mandatory camera-on policy. 
 
We have, as a community, failed to connect families to internet access to the degree we 
promised, making camera uplinks from 1000s of students impossible, something we will still 
punish them for. 
 
For students who have desks in private bedrooms, you are violating their privacy and 
compromising the critical developmental needs of teenagers in particular. No student invites 
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their entire class into their bedrooms, and we should not be there either. 
 
For students in poverty and the more than 16,000 homeless students in our system who don’t 
have private rooms, desks, or furniture, you are exposing them to the derision of their peers. 
 
For our undocumented students whose families fear exposure to government agencies, you 
are encouraging them to retreat deeper into the shadows as our government is increasing 
violence against their community. 
 
For our transgender and nonbinary kiddos who struggle with dysphoria, the mirror effect of 
staring at their own faces while also seeing 30 people staring at them for 6+ hours a day is 
traumatizing. 
 
For students under protective orders and cyberbullying victims vulnerable to screenshots, you 
put them at risk of further harassment. 
 
For all students, we know that being “camera ready” is a disproportionate burden across 
racial, disability, and gender lines that privileges white, abled, cishet male students above all. 
 
School districts across the US have determined that mandatory camera policies are a liability 
and researchers have written about Zoom fatigue. In just two weeks, I have listened to 
teachers scolding students for looking away from the screen, for speaking to a family member 
in their home while muted, and for having their camera off during independent study time. 
 
You are creating a system where genuine child-centered, trauma-informed teaching would 
require that your teachers violate policy in order to prioritize the well-being and mental health 
of their most vulnerable students during a pandemic. 
 
Instead of congratulating ourselves for operating from a punitive mindset, we must prioritize 
equity, compassion, respect, and the well-being of our students. Cameras should be 
encouraged but optional for all. Thank you. 

10 We need the board and CTU to open the schools. Enough about 'its for the safety of the 
children' or it is 'not safe yet'.  We are content with keeping our kids and sacrificing their 
wellbeing for the unknown, because we don't feel comfortable. This is not acceptable. 
The CDC has recommended schools to open. 
The American Pediatric Academy has recommend the schools to open. 
The surrounding Catholic schools have open. 
 
There is no reason other than political and selfishness for CPS to remain closed. 
 
 My son is a diverse learner and every day he is in this fake classroom we call remote 
learning he is loosing ground on what he has learned. For my son.... time IS of the essence 
because his time is counting down. He only has until he is 21 to graduate from the system. 
My son is 16. The school has yet to prepare him to ne an independent adult because they do 
not know how to in this virtual remote learning where students like my son needs 60% of his 
learning in real world applications and hands on learning. It takes my son longer to learn 
critical and crucial skills, and we are wasting it on google classroom lessons of how to upload 
to a Google classroom, Peardecks, or other useless skills that will not help him live. CPS and 
CTU are failing our kids today, my kid.  
 
I am attaching a letter from a fellow parent in a suburban school district but in parental 
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solidarity I agree with all his points. We need to get our kids back in school. In person school. 
Now. 

11 The science is clear: Being in an enclosed space is the best way to spread COVID-19 --- the 
longer the time, the more likely it will spread. So why is CPS having *inside* in-person testing 
such as SATs, PSATs, and selective-enrollment exams? Parents don't want their kids in 
school; why make them go to schools for testing? Please follow the science and find 
alternatives. Because right now students have to decide between endangering their health 
and missing out on opportunity. Once again, this is not equitable.  

 



23 September 2020 
 
 
To the Chicago Board of Education: 
 
I’m a parent of a student at Jones College Prep. My child is enrolled in an Advanced Placement 
class for the first time, and I discovered that simply in order to participate in the class and 
receive instruction, she needs to create an account on the College Board’s website. 
 
To create an account, the student, most of them legal minors, are told to click a box and enter 
into a contract with the College Board to accept their Terms of Service and Privacy Policy. This 
contract is spread across at least 10 webpages and requires that the student waives numerous 
legal rights.  
 
Students who don’t create an account on the site will not be able to take the course, nor take 
the test at the end of course, nor receive any of the purported benefits of participating in an AP 
class. In addition, since a school’s rating with the district and the state depend in part on AP 
class and test participation, the school would also be negatively impacted by children not taking 
these courses. 
 
This is deeply concerning to me as a parent and a public education advocate for two main 
reasons: 
 
First, children---minor---should not be asked to enter into contracts with third-parties in order to 
receive their free, compulsory public education. Period. Parents should also not be asked to 
enter into contracts with third-parties. The Chicago Board of Education has an agreement with 
the College Board. Why isn’t that agreement and its corresponding contract sufficient to cover 
whatever needs to be contractually stipulated for students to participate in AP classes and tests. 
 
Secondly, the College Board sells the personal data of the students who take its tests via its 
Student Search Service. This has been extensively reported on in the national media (​New York 
Times​.​Wall Street Journal​, ​Washington Post​) And the US Dept of Education​ ​issued guidance 
warning state and local education agencies about it.  These sales violate at least two IL state 
laws, ​one banning the sale of student data​ and ​one banning the sale of data of children under 
16 without parent permission​. Selling student data was also forbidden by ​the contract between 
the College Board and the CBOE that expired at the end of June​.  Last fall the ​IL AG said he 
would investigate the CB’s business practices after being alerted to this issue​ by members of 
the General Assembly.  
 
The CB is profiting off their access to children’s personal information by way of multi-million 
dollar contracts with school districts and the state. This is illegal and also unethical.  
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/29/business/for-sale-survey-data-on-millions-of-high-school-students.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/29/business/for-sale-survey-data-on-millions-of-high-school-students.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/for-sale-sat-takers-names-colleges-buy-student-data-and-boost-exclusivity-11572976621
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2019/10/14/colleges-quietly-rank-prospective-students-based-their-personal-data/
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/sites/default/files/resource_document/file/TA%20College%20Admissions%20Examinations.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=3806&ChapterID=17
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2480&ChapterID=32
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2480&ChapterID=32
http://www.csc.cps.k12.il.us/purchasing/pdfs/contracts/2017_06/17-0628-PR3-1.pdf
http://www.csc.cps.k12.il.us/purchasing/pdfs/contracts/2017_06/17-0628-PR3-1.pdf
https://news.wttw.com/2019/10/10/lawmakers-urge-ag-raoul-investigate-college-board-selling-student-data
https://news.wttw.com/2019/10/10/lawmakers-urge-ag-raoul-investigate-college-board-selling-student-data


And the fact that students---in order to receive the full benefits of the education being offered to 
them by the school district---are forced into a legal contract with a third-party who is known to 
illegally sell student data is unconscionable. 
 
A new contract between the College Board and CPS is under negotiation right now; this board 
approved the agreement in March (Board report 20-0325-PR2). ​The contract should not be 
signed until this issue is resolved​. Students should not be forced to sign any separate 
agreements with the College Board to take AP courses or tests. The College Board should not 
be able to sell any of the information it collects from CPS students in school or via websites that 
schools instruct students to use. And the Board of Education should be pressing the IL State 
Board of Education for answers on why they continue to permit a state vendor to violate 
children’s legal rights. 
 
The implications of this issue are larger than just the College Board. With the amendment to the 
Student Online Personal Protection Act coming in to effect next July, schools will only be 
allowed to share students’ data with operators covered under a written agreement with the 
school. Forcing children or parents into their own individual agreements with third-parties in 
order for children to receive instruction will circumvent the important privacy protections that the 
IL General Assembly intended the law to provide. This practice needs to end now.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cassie Creswell 
 



SepWembeU 22, 2020 
To Whom IW Ma\ ConceUn, 
 
We keep heaUing Whe WeUm µXnpUecedenWed WimeV¶ Zhen Walk of 2020 happenV.  IW iV WUXe, 2020 
WUXl\ iV a XniTXe \eaU.  The inWeUVecWion of Whe CoYid-19 pandemic and Vocial XpheaYal haV 
cUeaWed WXUbXlenW WimeV Whe likeV of Zhich haYen¶W been e[peUienced in moUe Whan 50 \eaUV.  
 
HoZ haV IllinoiV UeVponded Wo WhiV?  NoW Zell. 
 
ThiV leWWeU Zill VhoZ, Yia common VenVe and baVic maWh, WhaW Whe childUen of IllinoiV -- XndeU Whe 
cXUUenW gXidance -- Zill noW be going back Wo pXblic VchoolV XnWil Ze haYe a Yaccine oU cXUe foU 
CoYid-19.  ThiV leWWeU Zill alVo la\ oXW Vome opWionV WhaW aUe aYailable Wo paUenWV and familieV 
WhaW deem WhiV ViWXaWion Wo be XnaccepWable. 
 
The GoYeUnoU haV WXUned aXWhoUiWaUian, and Whe ciWi]enV of oXU gUeaW SWaWe of IllinoiV haYe 
VXccXmbed Wo Whe dicWaWeV of WheiU maVWeU.  ​The mRVW aSSalling being Whe imSlemenWaWiRn Rf 
eUURneRXV µgXidelineV¶ b\ Whe IllinRiV DeSaUWmenW Rf PXblic HealWh and IllinRiV SWaWe BRaUd 
Rf EdXcaWiRn Zhich effecWiYel\ makeV iW imSRVVible fRU in-SeUVRn VchRRling WR haSSen aW 
RXU K-12 SXblic VchRRlV.   
 
AccoUding Wo BaUUingWon 220 School DiVWUicW SXpeUinWendenW BUian HaUUiV WheUe aUe fiYe meWUicV 
WhaW Zill deWeUmine Zhen laUge gUoXpV of VWXdenWV can UeWXUn Wo in-peUVon leaUning.  AccoUding Wo 
DU. HaUUiV, all pXblic VchoolV in IllinoiV aUe opeUaWing XndeU Whe Vame paUadigm.  The\ aUe: 
 
MHWULF 1:  AYHUDJH :HHNO\ CDVHV SHU 100,000 SHRSOH LQ WKH GLVWULFW VHUYLFH DUHD (60010, 60110, 
60192, 60021 IRU BDUULQJWRQ) 
MHWULF 2:  AYHUDJH 7-GD\ RROOLQJ PRVLWLYLW\ RDWH IRU SHRSOH LQ WKH GLVWULFW VHUYLFH DUHD 
MHWULF 3:  PPE DQG SDQLWDWLRQ SXSSO\ 
MHWULF 4:  LLFHQVHG SWDII RHWXUQ RDWH 
MHWULF 5:  NRQ-LLFHQVHG SWDII RHWXUQ RDWH 
 
I¶ll diYe inWo WheVe meWUicV in Vome depWh beloZ . . .  
 
Each meWUic iV diYided inWo foXU diffeUenW VWageV: 
 
SWDJH 1:  DLVWDQFH LHDUQLQJ (JURXSV RI XS WR 10 VWXGHQWV PD\ EH SHUPLWWHG LQ SHUVRQ) 
SWDJH 2:  DLVWDQFH LHDUQLQJ (PRVW VWXGHQWV UHPDLQ LQ GLVWDQFH OHDUQLQJ DQG VPDOO JURXSV RI 
VWXGHQWV UHWXUQ WR LQ-SHUVRQ OHDUQLQJ) 
SWDJH 3:  H\EULG (DOO VWXGHQWV UHWXUQ WR LQ-SHUVRQ OHDUQLQJ LQ 220 K\EULG PRGH) 
SWDJH 4:  RHRSHQ (DOO VWXGHQWV UHWXUQ WR LQ-SHUVRQ OHDUQLQJ IXOO WLPH) 
 



In oUdeU Wo enWeU inWo a neZ / beWWeU VWage, all of Whe meWUicV mXVW be in WhaW VWage.  FoU inVWance, 
if \oX aUe in SWage 4 foU MeWUicV 1, 2, 3 and 4, bXW MeWUic 5 \oX aUe in SWage 2 - oYeUall \oX aUe in 
SWage 2. 
 
So, in oUdeU Wo haYe oXU childUen back Wo µUegXlaU Vchool¶, Ze need Wo be aW SWage 4 of all fiYe 
meWUicV.  HeUe iV ZhaW WhaW ZoXld look like: 
 
MeWUic 5:  95% of VWaff can UeWXUn Wo in peUVon - cXUUenWl\ BSD VWandV aW 90% (SWage 3) 
MeWUic 4:  95% of VWaff can UeWXUn Wo in peUVon - cXUUenWl\ BSD VWandV aW 80-89% (SWage 2) 
MeWUic 3:  HaYe µmXlWiple monWhV¶ of PPE VXpplieV - cXUUenWl\ BSD meeWV VWandaUd (SWage 5) 
MeWUic 2:  PoViWiYiW\ UaWe of 4.99% oU loZeU - cXUUenWl\ BSD meeWV VWandaUd, 4.89% (SWage 5) 
MeWUic 1:  Weekl\ CaVeV of leVV Whan 7 peU 100,000 people - cXUUenWl\ BSD iV aW 68.2 (SWage 4) 
 
AW fiUVW glance, one cannoW be blamed foU looking aW Whe aboYe and Whinking, ³WoZ, Ze aUen¶W WhaW 
faU aZa\!´.  In facW, WhaW ZaV Whe Wone WhaW HaUUiV WUied Wo VeW WhUoXghoXW Whe BaUUingWon 220 
School DiVWUicW boaUd meeWing on SepWembeU 15, 2020.  
 
BXW, Ze aUen¶W eYen cloVe and heUe¶V Zh\: 
 
MeWUic 5:  If Ze don¶W haYe 95% of non-licenVed VWaff able Wo be in Whe bXilding noZ, ZhaW iV going 
Wo be done Wo change WheiU mind?  OU moUe baVicall\ -- hoZ doeV Whe diVWUicW plan Wo inflXence 
WheiU VWaff Wo VhoZ Xp?  OU, iV WhiV meWUic VeW high on pXUpoVe Wo keep Whe kidV fUom going Wo 
Vchool? 
 
MeWUic 4: Same VWoU\ heUe -- onl\ geWWing Whe licenVed WeacheUV Wo VhoZ Xp and do WheiU jobV ma\ 
pUoYe Wo be moUe difficXlW Whan oUiginall\ WhoXghW giYen Whe UeVponVe of WeacheUV in commXniWieV 
like KenoVha, IL, ZheUe Whe\ didn¶W VhoZ Xp Wo ZoUk.  WhaW iV Whe diVWUicW¶V plan Wo geW Whe 
WeacheUV in Whe bXildingV Wo Weach Whe VWXdenWV?  ​ThiV haV nRW been addUeVVed aW all.  
 
MeWUic 3:  ThiV iV faiUl\ VWUaighWfoUZaUd, and if Whe diVWUicW iV noW able Wo meeW iWV obligaWionV in WhiV 
meWUic, iWV leadeU Zill haYe demonVWUaWed he iV incapable of peUfoUming Whe dXWieV of hiV Uole. 
 
MeWUic 2: NoZ Ze aUe geWWing Wo Whe heaUW of WhiV Whing.  IW¶V YeU\ UeaVonable Wo be WUacking ZhaW 
iV happening in Whe ]ip codeV WhaW each diVWUicW VeUYeV. KXdoV foU Uefining iW WhiV Za\.  HoZeYeU, 
Whe Za\ Whe meaVXUemenWV and implemenWaWion aUe VeW Xp, if Whe defined aUea VlipV aboYe 
4.99% aW all -- Whe childUen go Wo a h\bUid model.  No conVideUaWion iV giYen Wo Zhom iV infecWed 
(old oU \oXng) oU Whe VeYeUiW\ of Whe infecWion (aV\mpWomaWic / VniffleV / hoVpiWali]ed) jXVW 
µPoViWiYiW\ RaWe¶.  WiWhoXW a Yaccine, Ze Zill likel\ haYe a poViWiYiW\ UaWe hoYeUing aUoXnd 5% Zell 
inWo 2021! 
 
MeWUic 1: Aka ​³TKe DeaO BUeaNeU ​́:  EYen if Whe diVWUicW iV able Wo conYince WeacheUV and 
non-licenVed VWaff Wo geW back Wo ZoUk AND Whe diVWUicW iV able Wo mainWain monWhV of PPE in 
VWock and Whe poViWiYiW\ UaWe doeVn¶W eclipVe 4.99%, WheUe iV YiUWXall\ NO WAY TO ACHIEVE 



STAGE 4 IN THIS METRIC!!!  In oUdeU foU childUen Wo be back in Vchool -- fXll Wime -- Ze need Wo 
haYe an aYeUage Zeekl\ caVe coXnW of 6.99 oU leVV peU 100,000 people in Whe VeUYice ]ip codeV 
liVWed aboYe.  The loZeVW Ze haYe been on WhiV meWUic in Whe laVW WZo monWhV ZaV 34.6 peU 
100,000.  ThaW ZaV on JXl\ 25, 2020.  ThiV meWUic and Whe gXidelineV eVWabliVhed off of iW VeUYe 
onl\ one pXUpoVe:  TO ENSURE WE DO NOT GET BACK TO FULL-TIME SCHOOL! 
 
In oUdeU Wo achieYe a µWeekl\ NeZ CaVe RaWe peU 100,000 popXlaWion¶ of leVV Whan 7 -- Ze Zill 
need Wo haYe a poViWiYiW\ UaWe of leVV Whan 0.5%, (leVV Whan one half of one peUcenW) foU VeYeUal 
ZeekV.  BaVicall\, Ze Zill need Wo haYe eiWheU achieYed heUd immXniW\ oU haYe a Yaccine. 
 
YoX Uead WhaW UighW. AccoUding Wo Whe gXidelineV WhaW DU. HaUUiV haV ZoUked WhUoXgh ZiWh ISBE, 
IDPH, Lake CoXnW\ DepaUWmenW of HealWh and WhaW he claimV all of Whe pXblic VchoolV in IllinoiV 
need Wo folloZ in oUdeU foU oXU childUen Wo be in fXll-Wime Vchool UeTXiUeV a Yaccine. AV iW VWandV 
noZ, oXU childUen Zon¶W be back in fXll-Wime Vchool XnWil fall of 2021 aW Whe eaUlieVW. 
 
AW WhiV poinW, one mighW UaWionali]e and Whink oU Va\ ³NoW a big deal. The kidV aUe doing OK ZiWh 
iW, and UemoWe / diVWance leaUning iV doing iWV job.´. 
 
No Whe\ aUen¶W.  And no iW iVn¶W. 
 
DiVWance leaUning iV noW an accepWable VXbVWiWXWe foU in-peUVon inVWUXcWion Vociall\ oU 
academicall\.  TheUe iV no VhoUWage of poViWion papeUV WhaW effecWiYel\ make Whe caVe foU 
in-peUVon inVWUXcWion being VXpeUioU Wo diVWance inVWUXcWion.  So, I¶ll Vimpl\ appeal Wo \oXU 
common VenVe . . .  
 
Think aboXW Whe 11 \eaU old enWeUing 6Wh gUade oU Whe 14 \eaU old enWeUing heU FUeVhman \eaU a 
feZ ZeekV ago.  Think aboXW Whe incUedible e[peUience of VWaUWing in a neZ Vchool ZiWh neZ 
claVVmaWeV and neZ WeacheUV.  The WUemendoXV leaUning e[peUienceV of naYigaWing neZ 
inWeUacWionV and neZ UelaWionVhipV did noW happen.  The an[ieW\ of figXUing oXW ZhaW Wo ZeaU, 
hoZ Wo Va\ µhi¶ Whe UighW Za\, hoZ Wo handle making Whe ZUong moYemenW oU Whe XVe of Whe 
ZUong ZoUd Wo conYe\ \oXU emoWionV haV noW happened.  MoUe impoUWanWl\, Whe leaUning fUom 
WhoVe e[peUienceV HAS NOT HAPPENED!  The Vocial-emoWional deYelopmenW of oXU VWXdenWV iV 
being VWXnWed dXe Wo Whe foUced implemenWaWion of diVWance leaUning. 
 
ChildUen aUe UeVilienW.  TheUe iV no doXbW aboXW WhaW.  BXW WU\ Wo e[plain Whe logic behind Whem 
being locked oXW of Vchool becaXVe ³Ze aUe folloZing Whe Vcience´ (Zhich GoY. PUiW]keU haV 
VWaWed moUe WimeV Whan I can coXnW) bXW noW haYing an\ VcienWific daWa Wo back iW Xp!  In facW, 
accoUding Wo Whe aUWicle ​³TKH IPSRUWDQFH RI RHRSHQLQJ APHULFD¶V SFKRROV WKLV FDOO´ - CDC, JXO\ 
23, 2020 (​emShaViV added​)​: 
 
E[Wended VchRRl clRVXUe iV haUmfXl WR childUen ​.​  IW can lead Wo VeYeUe leaUning loVV...We alVo knoZ WhaW, foU man\ 
VWXdenWV, long bUeakV fUom in-peUVon edXcaWion aUe haUmfXl Wo VWXdenW leaUning...DiVpaUiWieV in edXcaWional oXWcomeV 
caXVed b\ Vchool cloVXUeV aUe a paUWicXlaU conceUn foU loZ-income and minoUiW\ VWXdenWV and VWXdenWV ZiWh 



diVabiliWieV.  Man\ loZ-income familieV do noW haYe Whe capaciW\ Wo faciliWaWe diVWance leaUning (e.g. limiWed oU no 
compXWeU acceVV, limiWed oU no inWeUneW acceVV)...A VWXd\ b\ UeVeaUcheUV aW BUoZn and HaUYaUd UniYeUViWieV aVVeVVed 
hoZ 800,000 VWXdenWV XVed ZeaUn, an online maWh pUogUam, boWh befoUe and afWeU VchoolV cloVed in MaUch 2020.​[15] 
DaWa VhRZed WhaW WhURXgh laWe ASUil, VWXdenW SURgUeVV in maWh decUeaVed b\ abRXW half ​, ZiWh Whe negaWiYe 
impacW moUe pUonoXnced in loZ-income ]ip codeV.​[15] ​  PeUViVWenW achieYemenW gapV WhaW alUead\ e[iVWed befoUe 
COVID-19, VXch aV diVpaUiWieV acUoVV income leYelV and UaceV, can ZoUVen and caXVe VeUioXV, haUd-Wo-UepaiU 
damage Wo childUen¶V edXcaWion oXWcomeV.​[15] ​,​[16] ​  ​Finall\, UemRWe leaUning  makeV abVRUbing infRUmaWiRn mRUe 
difficXlW fRU VWXdenWV ZiWh diVabiliWieV ​, deYelopmenWal dela\V, oU oWheU cogniWiYe diVabiliWieV.  In paUWicXlaU, VWXdenWV 
Zho aUe deaf, haUd of heaUing, haYe loZ YiVion, aUe blind, oU haYe oWheU leaUning diVoUdeUV (e.g., aWWenWion deficiW 
h\peUacWiYiW\ diVoUdeU (ADHD)) and oWheU ph\Vical and menWal diVabiliWieV haYe had VignificanW difficXlWieV ZiWh UemoWe 
leaUning.​[17] 

SchRRlV Sla\ a cUiWical URle in VXSSRUWing Whe ZhRle child ​, noW jXVW WheiU academic achieYemenW.  In addiWion Wo a 
VWUXcWXUe foU leaUning, VchoolV pUoYide a VWable and VecXUe enYiUonmenW foU deYeloping Vocial VkillV and peeU 
UelaWionVhipV.​  ​SRcial inWeUacWiRn aW VchRRl amRng childUen in gUadeV PK-12 iV SaUWicXlaUl\ imSRUWanW fRU Whe 
deYelRSmenW Rf langXage, cRmmXnicaWiRn, VRcial, emRWiRnal, and inWeUSeUVRnal VkillV ​.​[ ​18] 

E[Wended Vchool cloVXUeV aUe haUmfXl Wo childUen¶V deYelopmenW of Vocial and emoWional VkillV.  ImpoUWanW Vocial 
inWeUacWionV WhaW faciliWaWe Whe deYelopmenW of cUiWical Vocial and emoWional VkillV aUe gUeaWl\ cXUWailed oU limiWed Zhen 
VWXdenWV aUe noW ph\Vicall\ in Vchool.  In an in-peUVon Vchool enYiUonmenW, childUen moUe eaVil\ leaUn hoZ Wo deYelop 
and mainWain fUiendVhipV, hoZ Wo behaYe in gUoXpV, and hoZ Wo inWeUacW and foUm UelaWionVhipV ZiWh people oXWVide of 
WheiU famil\.  In Vchool, VWXdenWV aUe alVo able Wo acceVV VXppoUW V\VWemV needed Wo Uecogni]e and manage emoWionV, 
VeW and achieYe poViWiYe goalV, appUeciaWe oWheUV¶ peUVpecWiYeV, and make UeVponVible deciVionV.  ThiV helpV 
UeinfoUce childUen¶V feelingV of Vchool connecWedneVV, oU WheiU belief WhaW WeacheUV and oWheU adXlWV aW Vchool caUe 
aboXW Whem and WheiU Zell-being.  SXch UoXWine in-peUVon conWacWV pUoYide oppoUWXniWieV Wo faciliWaWe Vocial-emoWional 
deYelopmenW WhaW aUe difficXlW, if noW impoVVible, Wo UeplicaWe WhUoXgh diVWance leaUning.​[18] ​,​[19] ​,​[20] 

AddiWiRnall\, e[Wended clRVXUeV can be haUmfXl WR childUen¶V menWal healWh and can incUeaVe Whe likelihRRd 
WhaW childUen engage in XnhealWh\ behaYiRUV ​.  An enYiUonmenW ZheUe VWXdenWV feel Vafe and connecWed, VXch aV a 
Vchool, iV aVVociaWed ZiWh loZeU leYelV of depUeVVion, WhoXghWV aboXW VXicide, Vocial an[ieW\, and Ve[Xal acWiYiW\, aV 
Zell aV higheU leYelV of Velf-eVWeem and moUe adapWiYe XVe of fUee Wime ​[19] ​,​[20] ​  A longiWXdinal VWXd\ of 476 
adoleVcenWV oYeU 3 \eaUV VWaUWing in Whe 6Wh gUade foXnd Vchool connecWedneVV Wo be eVpeciall\ pUoWecWiYe foU WhoVe 
Zho had loZeU connecWedneVV in oWheU aUeaV of WheiU liYeV, VXch aV home, and Wo UedXce WheiU likelihood of VXbVWance 
XVe ​.​[20]   

FXUWheU, a UeYieZ Rf VWXdieV cRndXcWed Rn SandemicV fRXnd a VWURng aVVRciaWiRn beWZeen lengWh Rf 
TXaUanWine and PRVW TUaXmaWic SWUeVV DiVRUdeU V\mSWRmV, aYRidance behaYiRU, and angeU.  AnRWheU UeYieZ 
SXbliVhed WhiV \eaU fRXnd WhaW SRVW-WUaXmaWic VWUeVV VcRUeV Rf childUen and SaUenWV in TXaUanWine ZeUe fRXU 
WimeV higheU Whan WhRVe nRW TXaUanWined. ​[21]​,​[22] 

In-peUVon Vchooling pUoYideV childUen ZiWh acceVV Wo a YaUieW\ of menWal healWh and Vocial VeUYiceV, inclXding Vpeech 
langXage WheUap\, and ph\Vical oU occXpaWional WheUap\ Wo help Whe ph\Vical, pV\chological, and academic Zell-being 
of Whe child.​[23] ​, ​[24] ​,​[25] ​,​[26] ​  FXUWheU, Vchool coXnVeloUV aUe WUained in Whe menWal healWh needV of childUen and \oXWh 
and can Uecogni]e VignV of WUaXma WhaW pUimaU\ caUegiYeUV aUe leVV able Wo Vee becaXVe Whe\ WhemVelYeV aUe 
e[peUiencing Whe Vame famil\ VWUeVVeV.  School coXnVeloUV can When cooUdinaWe ZiWh WeacheUV Wo implemenW 
inWeUYenWionV Wo offeU childUen a UeaVVXUing enYiUonmenW foU Uegaining Whe VenVe of oUdeU, VecXUiW\, and noUmalc\. 

WiWhoXW in-peUVon Vchooling, man\ childUen can loVe acceVV Wo WheVe impoUWanW VeUYiceV.  FoU e[ample, Ze knoZ WhaW, 
eYen oXWVide Whe conWe[W of Vchool cloVXUeV, childUen ofWen do noW UeceiYe Whe menWal healWh WUeaWmenW Whe\ need. 
Among childUen ageV 9-17, iW iV eVWimaWed WhaW 21 peUcenW, oU moUe Whan 14 million childUen, e[peUience Vome W\pe of 
menWal healWh condiWion.​[27] ​  YeW onl\ 16 peUcenW of WhoVe ZiWh a condiWion UeceiYe an\ WUeaWmenW.​[23] ​  Of WhoVe, 70-80 



peUcenW UeceiYed VXch caUe in a Vchool VeWWing.​[23] ​  School cloVXUeV can be paUWicXlaUl\ damaging foU Whe 7.4 million 
AmeUican childUen VXffeUing fUom a VeUioXV emoWional diVWXUbance.  FoU WhoVe indiYidXalV Zho haYe a diagnoVable 
menWal, behaYioUal oU emoWional condiWion WhaW VXbVWanWiall\ inWeUfeUeV ZiWh oU limiWV WheiU Vocial fXncWioning, VchoolV 
pla\ an inWegUal Uole in linking Whem Wo caUe and neceVVaU\ VXppoUW VeUYiceV. 

FRU childUen ZiWh inWellecWXal RU Sh\Vical diVabiliWieV, neaUl\ all WheUaSieV and VeUYiceV aUe UeceiYed WhURXgh 
VchRRlV.  TheVe YiWal VeUYiceV aUe difficXlW WR SURYide WhURXgh diVWance leaUning mRdelV.  AV a UeVXlW, mRUe 
childUen ZiWh diVabiliWieV haYe UeceiYed feZ WR nR VeUYiceV Zhile VchRRlV haYe been clRVed. 

The CDC la\V oXW Whe caVe foU ZoUking Wo geW Whe childUen in Vchool YeU\ VWUongl\.  Academicall\, 
Vociall\ and emoWionall\, Whe\ need Wo be in Vchool.  The deWUimenWal effecWV of Whem noW being in 
Vchool aUe cleaUl\ laid oXW.  
 
HeUe iV Whe pUoblem -- Ze haYe eVWabliVhed WhaW Ze aUe noW Vending oXU childUen Wo in-peUVon 
Vchool becaXVe Ze aUe WeUUified aW Whe poWenWial impacW of CoYid-19 on oXU VocieW\ aV a Zhole. 
TUanVlaWion = Ze aUe ZoUUied aboXW ZhaW mighW happen.  We aUe chooVing Wo VacUifice Whe 
academic, emoWional and Vocial Zell being of oXU childUen Wo VaYe XV fUom Whe XnknoZn poVVible 
negaWiYe impacW of CoYid-19.  DeVpiWe Whe facW WhaW Whe CDC iV Uecommending Ze geW Whe 
childUen back in Vchool.  DeVpiWe Whe facW WhaW VWaWeV VXUUoXnding IllinoiV Veem Wo be able Wo do iW. 
Indiana, WiVconVin, IoZa, KenWXck\ and MiVVoXUi haYe all been back in Vchool and haYe all 
alloZed inWeUVcholaVWic VpoUWV Wo pUogUeVV.  Technicall\ IllinoiV haV lefW Whe deciVion Xp Wo Whe 
Vchool diVWUicWV.  BXW, aV VhoZn aboYe, Whe UeVWUicWionV placed Xpon Whem b\ Whe goYeUnmenW do 
noW alloZ Whe VchoolV Wo open foU in peUVon inVWUXcWion XnWil Ze haYe a Yaccine. 
 
ThiV iV noW accepWable.  OXU VWaWe goYeUnmenW and oXU VchoolV aUe inWenWionall\ making Whe 
choice Wo haUm oXU childUen b\ keeping Whem home in Whe hope of VXbdXing Whe VpUead of a YiUXV 
WhaW haV been VhoZn Wo noW be an\ moUe haUmfXl Whan a flX Wo WhaW popXlaWion.  Wh\ aUe Ze 
VacUificing oXU childUen?  Wh\ noW make Whe accommodaWionV elVeZheUe in VocieW\?  IW can be 
done.  The\ aUe chooVing noW Wo.  The\ aUe being inWenWional in WheiU choice Wo keep oXU childUen 
oXW of Vchool and enVXUing Whe\ e[peUience Whe deWUimenWal effecWV aV a UeVXlW (Vee aboYe.) 
 
So ZhaW do Ze do?  
 
1 - Send WhiV leWWeU.  Send iW Wo eYeU\ goYeUnmenW official \oX can Whink of.  Send iW Wo \oXU fUiendV 
and neighboUV.  Send iW Wo \oXU famil\ and \oXU Vchool.  Then Vend iW again.  And again and 
again. 
 
2 - SeW a deadline.  FoU me iW¶V OcWobeU 26Wh and JanXaU\ 4Wh.  50% in peUVon b\ OcWobeU 26Wh 
and 100% in peUVon b\ JanXaU\ 4Wh, 2021.  If WhaW doeVn¶W happen, When I haYe a choice Wo 
make. 
 
3 - HeUe iV ZheUe Whe UXbbeU meeWV Whe Uoad . . . pXll Whe kidV fUom pXblic Vchool and 
homeVchool Whem oU moYe oXW of IllinoiV.  AW WhiV poinW Ze haYe Uallied, Ze haYe demonVWUaWed, 



Ze haYe ZUiWWen leWWeUV, Ze haYe begged, Ze haYe pleaded.  If oXU Vchool leadeUV and oXU 
goYeUnmenW Zon¶W liVWen, ZhaW choice do Ze haYe?  
 
I neYeU WhoXghW I ZoXld conVideU leaYing IllinoiV.  BXW Whe Za\ WhiV ViWXaWion haV been addUeVVed 
haV me WheUe.  TheUe iV noWhing moUe impoUWanW Whan m\ childUen.  To Whink WhaW IllinoiV iV 
VhoZing WhUoXgh iWV acWionV WhaW iW coXld caUe leVV aboXW Whem abVolXWel\ bUeakV m\ heaUW.  BXW, I 
Zill leaYe if iW¶V Whe beVW deciVion foU m\ childUen. 
 
The poZeUV WhaW be aUe coXnWing on XV VhXWWing Xp and going aZa\.  The\ aUe banking on Whe 
pUemiVe WhaW Ze Zill WiUe and jXVW do ZhaW Whe\ Va\.  I foU one cannoW.  I foU one Zill noW.  I Zill noW 
VWand idl\ b\ and ZaWch m\ childUen VXffeU Whe conVeTXenceV of a poZeU VWUXggle b\ Whe people 
in oXU goYeUnmenW.  ThaW¶V ZhaW WhiV iV, a poZeU VWUXggle aW Whe higheU leYelV of oXU goYeUnmenW 
WhaW iV impacWing oXU childUen -- and nobod\ iV Waking a VWand!  We mXVW do Vo noZ -- Ze mXVW 
bUing an end Wo Whe inVaniW\ WhaW haV Waken hold of oXU goYeUnmenW!  We cannoW ZaiW foU elecWionV 
-- if Whe\ Zill noW liVWen, When Ze need Wo make oXU YoiceV heaUd b\ pXlling oXU childUen fUom Whe 
VchoolV. If Whe\ VWill do noW liVWen, When Ze moYe oXU familieV oXW of IllinoiV!  Wh\ VWa\ in a VWaWe 
WhaW doeV noW ZanW Wo Wake caUe of oXU childUen?  Wh\ conWinXe Wo pa\ Wa[ dollaUV Wo a 
goYeUnmenW WhaW iV noW ZoUking Wo make a poViWiYe diffeUence foU oXU childUen?  Wh\ conWinXe Wo 
VXffeU foU Whe pooU choiceV Whe goYeUnmenW of IllinoiV haV made oYeU Whe laVW 30 \eaUV?  
 
To Whom IW Ma\ ConceUn:  PleaVe conVideU WhiV \oXU noWice.  If \oX do noW haYe m\ childUen 
e[peUiencing in peUVon leaUning 50% of Whe Wime b\ OcWobeU 26Wh and in-peUVon leaUning 100% 
of Whe Wime b\ JanXaU\ 4Wh, 2021, I Zill pXll m\ childUen fUom Vchool and look Wo moYe oXW of 
IllinoiV. 
 
SinceUel\, 
 
 
An e[haXVWed, WUoXbled, WiUed, fed-Xp IllinoiVian 
 


